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Public Service Commission Approves Western Wisconsin 
Transmission Connection  
New transmission infrastructure will enhance reliability, expand transmission capacity and support 
growing energy needs 
 
EAU CLAIRE, Wis. (Nov. 3, 2025) — Xcel Energy recently received approval from the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin (PSCW) to move forward with the Western Wisconsin Transmission 
Connection (WWTC) project. The new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line is a key step to delivering 
continued electric reliability and connecting Wisconsin’s electric grid to a growing network of low-cost 
renewable energy across the Upper Midwest. 
 
“The WWTC project represents a critical investment in Wisconsin’s energy future,” said Karl Hoesly, 
president, Xcel Energy– Wisconsin and Michigan. “It reflects years of collaboration with communities 
and regulators to ensure a stronger, more resilient grid that can serve customers reliably for decades 
to come.” 
 
Once complete, the WWTC project will enhance Xcel Energy’s Wisconsin transmission network and 
support ongoing grid improvements across the Upper Midwest, ensuring customers continue to 
receive reliable, low-cost power as demand grows. The roughly 80-mile transmission line will connect 
new and existing substations, beginning near Blair in Trempealeau County, connecting to a substation 
near Eau Claire and linking to an existing 345-kV line near Owen in Clark County. 
 
Once complete, the WWTC will provide a strong connection to Wisconsin’s 345-kV transmission 
network, helping enhance the reliability, efficiency and delivery of energy to customers in the region.  
 
WWTC also represents one segment of the Midcontinent Independent System Operator’s (MISO) 
Tranche 1 portfolio — a series of transmission projects designed to expand access to renewable energy 
and improve reliability across the Midwest. WWTC will interconnect with new and existing 
transmission lines under development in southern Minnesota, western Wisconsin and central 
Wisconsin, further strengthening the regional grid and advancing the transition to a cleaner energy 
future. 
 
Comprehensive review process led to best route proposals 



In 2023, Xcel Energy began working with landowners, local governments and state agencies to identify 
potential corridors for the new transmission project. After more than a year of public input, the 
company filed a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) with the PSCW in 2024.  
Xcel Energy will now begin working on detailed design and engineering, as well as negotiations with 
landowners to purchase easements where the transmission line will be built. Construction is expected 
to begin in 2027, and the line is scheduled to be in service in 2029.  
 
The WWTC project is expected to generate millions of dollars in economic benefits to Wisconsin 
communities through construction jobs, easement payments and local tax revenues that will help 
fund schools, roads and other infrastructure. 
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About Xcel Energy 

Xcel Energy (NASDAQ: XEL) is a leading energy provider, dedicated to serving millions of customers 
with excellence. We make energy work better for customers, helping them thrive every day. That 
means always raising the bar — delivering better service and providing more reliable, resilient and 
sustainable energy.   We are committed to leading the clean energy transition, meeting our customers’ 
need for more, cleaner power, while keeping bills as low as possible. Because the people we serve 
depend on us to power their lives.  

With our Wisconsin/Michigan headquarters in Eau Claire, Wis., we work every day to generate and 
distribute electricity and gas to customers across northwest Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula. For 
more information, visit xcelenergy.com or follow us on X, and Facebook. 
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