Co-Sponsorship Memorandum

TO: All Legislators

FROM: Sen. André Jacque

Rep. Joy Goeben

DATE: June 4, 2025

RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 2939/1, ratification of the Cosmetology

Licensure Compact

DEADLINE: Friday, June 13, 2025 at 5:00 pm

The Cosmetology Licensure Compact is an initiative sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Defense and developed through a collaboration of state boards, national licensure
organizations, and the Council of State Governments. The compact is designed to
improve licensing efficiency and workforce mobility while still allowing states to maintain
control of their regulatory standards by streamlining the process for licensed
cosmetologists to practice across state lines, removing barriers related to multiple
licenses. Additionally, all participating states uphold core safety and hygiene standards,
ensuring that public protection is not compromised. This interstate agreement enables
cosmetologists with active, unencumbered licenses in member states to apply for a
multistate license, allowing them to practice in other compact states without needing
individual licenses in each location.

This mobility is especially important to survivors of domestic violence. Should a survivor
need to move quickly and anonymously, the compact would allow them to do so without
having to deal with licensing bureaucracy that can often hold up licensure for months. In
this industry, a person can work today and because of tips, have money in their pocket
tonight to buy a meal, a hotel room, or any number of things that someone in this dire
situation might need. In addition, because jobs in this industry often go unfilled, it is likely
a person could start work immediately, benefitting both themselves and the employers of
Wisconsin.



The Cosmetology Licensure Compact became active on June 6, 2024, after seven states
enacted the necessary legislation, with several other states considering enactment
legislation this year; this bill ratifies and enters Wisconsin into the agreement. This
initiative is supported by national and state industry stakeholders, including the Future of
the Beauty Industry Coalition, which has worked with both public and private partners to
advocate for compact legislation nationwide. To help victims of domestic violence and
beauty professionals considering moving to Wisconsin by removing barriers to their
employment, please reply to this email or contact Sen. Jacque’s office at 6-3512 or
Rep. Goeben’s office at 237-9105 by 5:00 pm on Friday, June 13.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill ratifies and enters Wisconsin into the Cosmetology Licensure Compact, which
provides for the ability of a cosmetologist to become eligible to practice in other compact
states. Significant provisions of the compact include the following:

1. The creation of a Cosmetology Licensure Compact Commission, which includes one
administrator of the cosmetology licensure authority of each member state. The
commission has various powers and duties granted in the compact, including adopting
bylaws, promulgating binding rules for the compact, appointing officers and hiring
employees, and establishing and electing an executive committee. The commission may
levy on and collect an annual assessment from each member state orimpose fees on
licensees who receive multistate licenses to cover the cost of the operations and activities
of the commission and its staff.

2. The ability for a cosmetologist to obtain a “multistate license,” which allows a
cosmetologist who satisfies certain criteria to practice cosmetology in other member
states (remote states) under the remote state’s scope of practice laws and rules of the
remote state’s licensing authority. The compact specifies a number of requirements in
order for a cosmetologist to obtain a multistate license, including holding an
unencumbered cosmetology license in his or her primary state of residence (home state)
and paying any required fees. A remote state may, in accordance with that state’s laws,
take adverse action against a cosmetologist’s authorization to practice cosmetology in the
remote state. If a cosmetologist’s home state takes adverse action against the
cosmetologist’s license, the cosmetologist’s authorization to practice in all other member
states is deactivated until all encumbrances have been removed from the home state
license.

3. The ability of member states to issue subpoenas that are enforceable in other states.



4. The creation of a coordinated database and reporting system containing licensure,
adverse action, and the reporting of the existence of investigative information on a)
cosmetologists and b) applicants denied a cosmetologist license. The compact requires
information related to adverse actions to be shared with the commission and other
member states, through the data system and otherwise. A member state must submit a
uniform data set to the data system on all individuals to whom the compactis applicable
as required by the rules of the commission.

5. Provisions regarding resolutions of disputes among member states and between
member and nonmember states, including a process for termination of a state’s
membership in the compact if the state defaults on its obligations under the compact.

The compact becomes effective upon enactment by seven states. The compact provides
that it may be amended upon enactment of an amendment by all member states. A state
may withdraw from the compact by repealing the statute authorizing the compact, but the
compact provides that a withdrawal does not take effect until 180 days after the enactment
of that repeal.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an
appendix to this bill.



