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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ST. FRANCIS CHILDREN’S CENTER APPOINTS 
NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR LAURA WITKOV

GLENDALE – The St. Francis Children’s Center Board of Directors has named Laura Witkov the new Executive Director of St. Francis Children’s Center effective July 2023. 
Witkov has a distinguished career as an inclusive education leader in Wisconsin. Witkov brings her steadfast commitment to providing empowering educational opportunities for children with and without special needs to St. Francis Children’s Center. “We are thrilled to welcome Laura as our new Executive Director,” says Matt Wuest, St. Francis Children’s Center Board of Directors President. “She brings a wealth of education leadership experience and a passion for positive change within local communities.” 
Witkov says “I am honored to have been chosen to lead this incredible organization. The role speaks to my passion for early intervention and inclusive practices, and I look forward to working with all stakeholders to continue St. Francis Children's Center on its path of excellence."

Witkov previously served as the Principal of Stormonth Elementary within the Fox Point- Bayside School District for three school years. Witkov also served as the Principal of Indian Hill School within the Maple Dale-Indian Hill School District for three school years. She holds two Master’s degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in Administrative Leadership and Curriculum and Instruction. She has teaching experience in the Chicago Public Schools and Milwaukee Public Schools and has served as a Reading Specialist/Literacy Coach in the School District of Greenfield and the Fox Point-Bayside School District. She also holds a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from Indiana University – Bloomington. 

As the Executive Director, Witkov will manage all day-to-day operations for one of Southeast Wisconsin’s leading agencies serving children with and without special needs. Witkov will be responsible for the delivery of excellent services to children, financial management, and fund development to ensure the organization’s continued growth and success.
Witkov succeeds long term St. Francis Children’s Center employee and Director of Programs, Dori Buschke, who assumed the role of Interim Executive Director in March 2023 after the departure of Executive Director Mara Duckens.

St. Francis Children’s Center
For over 50 years, our caring teams have loyally helped children with special needs achieve success in their homes, in their schools, and in their communities. St. Francis Children’s Center [SFCC] started with the belief that the earlier children with special needs received supportive services, the more opportunities there would be for them to achieve success. Today, St. Francis Children’s Center is a nonprofit, non-sectarian organization that serves thousands of children annually, from birth through age 21, and their families throughout the Milwaukee area. SFCC is a team of educators, social workers, therapists, and administrators who are devoted to working with children of all abilities, those with special needs, and those who are typically developing, to ensure that all children have the tools needed to reach their goals. 
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