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FIRST SPINE SURGERIES PERFORMED
IN REGION USING MAZOR X™ ROBOTIC PLATFORM 
ThedaCare, Neuroscience Group Enhancing Access 
to Surgical Technology  

NEENAH, Wis. – The surgical team of providers from ThedaCare and Neuroscience Group have successfully performed the first robotic-assisted spine surgeries in Northeast and Central Wisconsin using the Mazor X Platform this week. 

It is estimated that nearly 80% of the population will suffer from lower back pain at some point in their lives, with one in 20 of them needing surgery. As spinal surgery has evolved, more focus has been placed on new techniques often providing benefits of less blood loss, less radiation exposure, less tissue damage, and less pain and resulting opioid use. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To enhance access to specialized care close to home, ThedaCare recently installed the new Mazor X StealthTM Edition Robotic Guidance Platform. ThedaCare, in partnership with Neuroscience Group, is one of the first in the area to offer this spine surgical technology to patients and is one of the first to adopt this technology in the United States.

“The Mazor X is a guide for the surgeon’s hands that provides a huge advance in accurate pedicle screw placement,” said Randall Johnson, MD PhD, neurosurgeon at Neuroscience Group and Spine Surgery Medical Director at ThedaCare. “This technology will set the standard for the future of minimally invasive and scoliosis surgery.” 

The Mazor X Platform enhances surgeons’ limited view of patients’ anatomy with a 3D surgical plans and analytics. This provides comprehensive information and visualization before the surgery starts, ultimately supporting the commitment to operate with precision. According to Dr. Johnson, this means the angle, width and length of every screw, is planned from the preoperative CT scan and two x-rays during surgery. It’s safer for the patient and the surgical team in terms of radiation exposure as it limits the amount of necessary x-rays. 

“A patient’s health and safety are top priorities for ThedaCare,” said Michael Hooker, DO, Vice President and Chief Medical Officer of Acute Care at ThedaCare. “By bringing new technology to our area, we are helping promote faster recovery times, reducing postoperative pain and improving results for our patients. We are committed to getting patients back to doing what they love most, as quickly as possible.”

Due to the COVID-19 response, much like health care systems across the country, ThedaCare made necessary adjustments to operations and services. In early May, ThedaCare began reinstating services that had previously been deferred, including surgeries. 

“Our mission is to improve the health of the communities we serve, and that means connecting our community members to the care they need,” said Lynn Detterman, Senior Vice President of ThedaCare South Region. “Because of our team’s tireless work through our intentional phased reopening plan, we have multiple safeguards in place and are in a position to begin offering essential and routine services for illness and ongoing medical care. We are proud to welcome technology like this to enhance our care options for patients.”

In early 2019, ThedaCare welcomed Neuroscience Group as the preferred partner for brain, spine and pain care. Neuroscience Group joined ThedaCare’s Accountable Care Organization (ACO), aligning more than 1,100 employed and affiliated like-minded healthcare providers who work actively together to be accountable for the quality, cost and overall care of patients in the region.
To meet growing consumer demand for convenient, specialized services, in November 2019, ThedaCare, Hand to Shoulder Center of Wisconsin and Neuroscience Group announced plans for a new collaboration creating the region’s first comprehensive Orthopedic, Spine and Pain Center. Total cost is expected to be $144M. The 230,000 sq. ft. Center is expected to open in late 2021. 

About ThedaCare
For more than 110 years, ThedaCare® has been committed to improving the health of the communities it serves in Northeast and Central Wisconsin. The organization delivers care to a community of more than 600,000 residents in 18 counties and employs more than 7,000 health care professionals. ThedaCare has 180 locations including seven hospitals located in Appleton, Neenah, Berlin, New London, Shawano, Waupaca and Wild Rose. ThedaCare is the first in Wisconsin to be a Mayo Clinic Care Network Member, giving our specialists the ability to consult with Mayo Clinic experts on a patient’s care. ThedaCare is a not-for-profit health care organization with a level II trauma center, comprehensive cancer treatment, stroke and cardiac programs as well as a foundation dedicated to community service.

For more information, visit www.thedacare.org or follow ThedaCare on Facebook and Twitter.
Media should call Cassandra Wallace, Public and Media Relations Consultant at 920.442.0328 or the ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Neenah switchboard at 920.729.3100 and ask for the marketing person on call.

About Neuroscience Group
For almost 30 years, Neuroscience Group has offered the most complete brain, spine and pain care in the area with services including: Neurology, Neurosurgery, Orthopedic Spine Surgery, Pain Management, Physical Therapy, and Imaging. The group’s main clinic is in Neenah; they also serve patients in nine outlying clinics – Appleton, Berlin, Fond du Lac, Green Bay, Marinette, New London, Shawano, Sturgeon Bay and Waupaca. Neuroscience Group’s vision is to improve lives by offering the very best in compassionate brain, pain and spine care.

For more information, visit www.neurosciencegroup.com or follow Neuroscience Group on Facebook. Media should call Sarah Ringgenberg, Marketing Manager at 920-729-7683.

About Medtronic
Medtronic plc (www.medtronic.com), headquartered in Dublin, Ireland, is among the world's largest medical technology, services and solutions companies - alleviating pain, restoring health and extending life for millions of people around the world. Medtronic employs more than 84,000 people worldwide, serving physicians, hospitals and patients in approximately 160 countries. The company is focused on collaborating with stakeholders around the world to take healthcare Further, Together. www.medtronic.com/MazorX The Mazor XTM Robotic Guidance Platform is manufactured by Mazor Robotics. All other brands, product names, company names, trademarks and service marks are the properties of their respective owners. All rights reserved.
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